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By Speucer Rich .

] Washinston Post Staft Writer

Senate Majority Leader. Robert C.
Byrd (D-W. Va.) yesterday threw his
weight behind proposals to “remove
unreasonable restraints” on the CIA,
and indicated:that he expects congres-
. sional action on them this year..

Byrd, in his-first weekly news con-
ference-since..Congress reconvened,
also predicted that “ths will be a se-
" curity-minded.:Congress” which will
probably approve many of the presi-
dent’s requests for defense increases. ..

And he. made clear that he expects
a high level of political infighting as
elections draw near. Taking a crack at
the GOP, he indicated that he thinks
Republicans'will try to score pohtxcal
points through propnsals for sweeping
tax cuts and’ superm'htant actmn on
the mtematxonal front,

While Byrd didn't speclﬁcally en-
dorse any one- measure to Set new..
ground rules for the CIA, which had
its wings clipped in the m.\d-19705 af-
ter revelations cf abuses, he made
clear that he looks favorably on the
concept of looseping some of the re-
straints, as favored by President Car-
ter and Sen.;Walter D. Huddleston (D-
Ky.)swho 13'wor:kmg Jp leglslatmn to
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Byrd sald, “of antu.lpate le,:,lslatlon
to remove unreasonavle restraints.”

For. example, he said, he favors “re-
duction in the number of committees
to which reports have to be made.” At
present, he said; the CIA must report
on its' activitias to the intelligence -
committees and- to- the Armed Serv-
ices and Foreign Relations commit--
tees. As: farcas he-is concerned, he-
said, reportr “should ‘only go-to the-
House andtSenzte Intelhaence"com- i
mxttees”" AR R e W N

Moreover, ‘he  said,: he 'aarees “with
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“should be ruled put at- some

the concept,.on which Huddleston in]
.tends to propose formal legislation, of
reducing the- scope ¢f CIA documents -
available to .reporters and-the-public:
" under; the Freedom-.of: Informatxon 4
. Act.- «"«Wsl L 1 -(,_” PP T Do ‘1
. -And, Byrd added %1t ought to:be a1
_crime-to reveal the:names of CIA op- 1
“ eratives. when revealing thoseé names
‘may greatly jeopardize” not only their |
lives, but-: the success of .»maJor, ClA
operatlons T cofhaped e

The proposals to- looéen the rems onl
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the CIA, thought wmoribund ~some-

‘months ago, have gained considerable
momentum as a result of the lraneri- j.

sis and the Soviet ntervennon in Af-:
ghanistan.’ . SR

', In am\ther comment . relatmg to -\f-

ghanistan, Byrd said. he expects a»res—
olution callinz for removal of the

.Olympic Games from Moscow ' and"

U.S. nonparticipaticn if they are held
in Moscow to pass-the Senat‘e th\s
week “overwhelmingly.”

Byrd also labeled as *“a p_artisan p0~'
_sition reflecting the attitude of the oil |

companies” a Republican proposal—
backed by 39 GOP senators—to set a

flat . $227-billion cap on‘ reve-:
. nues from the oil profits tax. Such a-

cap would allow the government to’
obtain the $227 billion. now contem-
plated, but would prevent the figure
from rising automatically if oil profits-
over the next aecade are hwher than
now forecast. . R

Byrd also sald he supports' ,d"aft

;reglstratxon but that. he ghasnt, any
- posmon on whether it should. dnclude.
,women though he -said he wouldn’t

_"want to-see them in combat.- T4 -

‘Aside from approprlatxoﬂs anid‘beef-
m" up defense outlays, he! aid;he ex-
pects the’Senate to ‘con entréte oo
‘finishing - all " the ma]or endmﬂ‘ en-
-ergy” legislation, passing the~ presi-:
dent’s youth employment hill" approv

i_lng some form. of leglala lon to’ im-.
‘prove “Medicare benefits ' and’ ‘5".131 an-

tee all"individuals  protect on avamst
the costs of catastrophxc llness re-
ducing regulatory restramt on small.

-l)usmess gt \,;.

And he said, "I don’t thm a_‘%q\: dut
oint it

_conditions seem ! jto" mdlcate At o per—
_hapsin a form oi a“freeze? of (;he So-
cial Security tax rate ‘instead of.let-
‘ting it go up next’ Jan k as scheduled

m exxstmg law; l
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